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REMARKS 

Minor editorial corrections have been made to the deification. Oairns 1, 9» 12 - 13. 21, 
24 - 25, 33, and 36 have been amended. No new matter has been introduced with these 
correctiojis or amendments, which are supported in the deification as originally filed, aatos 1 - 
36 remain in the application. 

h Drawing Amendments 

As discussed above in "Amendmeats to die I>rawings", the arrows (and their 
corresponding reference numbers) connecting element 510 to element 520 have been rearranged 
for in^oved readability. No new matter has been introduced. 



n. Rejection Under 35 IJ.flC. § in9fh) 

Paragraph 2 of the Office Action dated Fehruaiy 1 1 , 2004 (hereinafter, "the Office 
Action") states that Claims 1 - 36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being anticipated by U. 
S. Patent 5,862,323 to Blakley et al. This rejection is respectfully traversed. 

Applicants have amended their independent Claims 1, 13, and 25 herein to more clearly 
specify that the user identifier and identifying secret ate transmitted from the client over the secure 
connection. Bis sameinfoimatjoTi is then propagated from the password synchronization agent 
to one or more target registries, if validation of the user's infoimation by a trusted master 
repository succeeds. (An exception is found in Claims 12. 24, and 36, where the user provides a 
ngsv value for the identifying secret, and this new value is substituted prior to the propagation.) 
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Thi$ is distinct from the teachings of Blakley, as will now be described. 

Blakley stores passwords as attributes of a regktry 102 and m a password repository 112. 
Either in a push mode or a pull mode, th^e previously-stored values can be propagated. 
Applicants' claims do not pertain to propagating already-stored infbnration. Instead, as just 
described, ^^licants' claims are directed toward propagating an identifyiog secret that has been 
transmitted from the client (or has beennewly^enlered, in Claims 12, 24, and 36). Applicants 
have described Blakley's teachings on p. 8, lines 7-14 of their specification. As noted therein, 
raost registries do not allow plaintext passwords to be stored . Applicants fbrther note on p. 8 of 
their specification that secure registries do not albw retrieval of existing passwords for creating 
plaintext versions thereof. 

Applicants' specification fiirthcr states on p. 9, lines 14-16 that an object of their 
invention is to provide propagation techniques that "do not malce stored security credential vahies 
... accessible, nor a plaintext version thereof. Page 19, lines 4-6 also states that Applicants' 
invention does not require "that the registry stores the security credentials in plaintext form, nor 
that the registry provides a way to access an original value from which a particular user's stored 
credentials were created". Page 24, lines 9 - 1 0 (as amended hwein to correct a typographical 
error) emphasize that the credentials **which the user entered at 403" ate forvrarded (i.e., 
propagated) to the target registries. 

This is distinct from Blakley's technique of retrieving an afready-stored password and 
Serial No. 09/613,983 -l 7- Docket RSW9-2000-0044-US1 
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forwarding that value. As noted in the cited passages from Applicants' specification, many 
registries do not aDow that type of retrieval, and thus AppUcants' claimed invention propagates 
the information directly from the PSA at which it was received (after validating that conect 
information was received). Applicants therefore respectfully submit that independent Oairns 1, 
1 3, and 25, as amended, are patentable over the reference. Dependent Claims 2 - 12, 14 - 24, and 
26 . 36 are therefore patentable over the reference as weL Accordingly, Applicants respectfoHy 
request that the Eiaminer withdraw the §102 rejection. 

ni. Conclusion 

Apphcants rcspectfuDy request reconsideration of the pending rejected claims, withdrawal 
of all presently outstanding rejections, and aUowance of all remaining claims at an early date. 

Respectfiilly submitted, 

Marcia L. Doubet 



Attorn^ for Applicants 
Reg. No. 40,999 



Customer Number for Correspondence: 25260 
Phctie: 407-343-7586 
Fax: 407-343-7587 

Attachment: Replacement Sheet (1) 



Serial No. 09/613,983 .jg. 



Docket RSW9-2000-0044-US1 



PAGE 20/21 ' RCVD AT $1512004 1:07:39 PM [Eastern Daylight Time]' SVR:USPT0{F}(RF-1/1 ' DNIS:8729306 ' CSID:4073437$87 ' DURATION (inin-s$):05-12 



